sepafate device, connected to the device configuration import/export apparatus 526 
through any standard computer connectivity mechanism such as serial port, a bus 
interface, a network, a parallel port, and infrared or other wireless connection and 
the like. 



In The Claims 

y/ Cancel all of the original Claims 1-7 and add the following new claims. 




/8.(new) A configuration export method enabling a system administrator having 
a data password to export configuration data from a configuration variable table to 
a persistent configuration text file, the method comprising: 
initiating an export operation; 

polling the system administrator for the data password; 

retrieving each configuration variable from the configuration variable table; 

encrypting each private configuration variable retrieved; 

encrypting the data password; and 

writing the encrypted data password and each configuration variable to the 
persistent configuration text file. 

/9.(new) A configuration import method for enabling a system administrator 
having a data password to import configuration data from a persistent configuration 
text file to a configuration variable table, the persistent configuration text file 
having an encrypted data password and configuration variables denoted as public or 
private, the method comprising: 

polling the system administrator for the name of the persistent configuration 
text file and the data password; 

comparing the data password to the encrypted data password to determine if 
the password is authentic; 
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decrypting the private configuration variable if the data password is 
authentic; and 

updating each configuration variable with each public and decrypted private 
configuration variable from the persistent configuration text file if the data 
password is authentic or updating each configuration variable with only each public 
configuration variable from the persistent configuration text file if the data 
password is not authentic. 

/ 10. (new) A configuration export method enabling a system administrator 
having a data password to export configuration data to a persistent configuration 
text file, the method comprising: 

deriving an encryption key from the data password; 

defining a plurality of configuration variables with a memory identifier, a 
memory value, a textual identifier, and a textual value; 

denoting each configuration variable as either a private variable or a public 
variable; 

deriving the textual value of each configuration variable denoted a public 
variable from the memory value of the public configuration variable; 

encrypting the textual value of each configuration variable denoted a private 
variable using the encryption key; 

hashing the data password into a textual hashed digest; 

writing the textual hashed digest to the persistent configuration text file; and 
for each configuration variable, writing the textual identifier and the textual 
value to the persistent configuration text file, and textually associating the memory 
identifier and the textual value in the persistent configuration text file. 
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*/1 1 .(new) A configuration import method enabling a system administrator 
having a data password to import configuration data from a persistent configuration 
text file, the persistent configuration text file having a textual hashed digest and 
textual configuration variables, each textual configuration variable being denoted as 
public or private and having a textual identifier and a textual value, the method 
comprising: 

determining if the data password is authenticate; 

retrieving textual configuration variables from the persistent configuration 
text file; 

deriving a decryption key from the data password; 

decrypting the textual value of each private textual configuration variable 
retrieved using the decryption key; 

defining a plurality of configuration variables with a memory identifier, a 
memory value, a textual identifier, and a textual value; 

denoting each configuration variable as either a private variable or a public 
variable; 

for each textual configuration variable retrieved, deriving the memory value 
from the textual value of the textual configuration variable and updating the 
corresponding public and private configuration variables if the data password is 
authentic or updating only the public configuration variables if the data password is 
not authentic. 

v : 12. (new) A configuration import/export method enabling a system 
administrator having a data password to import and export configuration data to 
and from a persistent configuration text file having a textual hashed digest and 
textual configuration variables, each textual configuration variable further 
comprising a textual identifier and a textual value, the method comprising: 
selecting either an import or an export operation; 
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' during an import operation, determining if the data password is authentic and 
retrieving textual configuration variables from the persistent configuration text file; 

defining a plurality of configuration variables with a memory identifier, a 
memory value, a textual identifier, and a textual value; 

denoting each configuration variable as either a private variable or a public 
variable; 

deriving an encryption/decryption key from the data password; 

during an export operation, encrypting the textual value of each private 
configuration variable or, during an import operation, decrypting the textual value of 
each private configuration variable during an import operation; 

during an export operation, for each configuration variable, deriving the 
textual value from the memory value of the configuration variable or, during an 
import operation, deriving the memory value from the textual value of the 
configuration variable and updating the corresponding values of the configuration 
variable; and 

during an export operation, receiving the data password and a file name of 
the persistent configuration text file, hashing the data password into a textual 
hashed digest, writing the textual hashed digest to the persistent configuration text 
file, and for each configuration variable, receiving the textual identifier and the 
textual value, writing the textual identifier and the textual value to the persistent 
configuration text file, and textually associating the memory identifier and the 
textual value in the persistent configuration text file. 

i/ 13. (new) A computer program product having computer readable 
instructions that when executed cause a processor to perform a configuration 
export method enabling a system administrator having a data password to export 
configuration data from a configuration variable table to a persistent configuration 
text file, the method comprising: 

initiating an export operation; 



Attorney Docket No. EXTS1 09.01 
Serial No. 09/876,922 
Preliminary Amendment 



-12- 



polling the system administrator for the data password; 

retrieving each configuration variable from the configuration variable table; 

encrypting each private configuration variable retrieved; 

encrypting the data password; and 

writing the encrypted data password and each configuration variable to the 
persistent configuration text file. 

■J 14. (new) A computer program product having computer readable 
instructions that when executed cause a processor to perform a configuration 
import method for enabling a system administrator having a data password to 
import configuration data from a persistent configuration text file to a configuration 
variable table, the persistent configuration text file having an encrypted data 
password and configuration variables denoted as public or private, the method 
comprising: 

polling the system administrator for the name of the persistent configuration 
text file and the data password; 

comparing the data password to the encrypted data password to determine if 
the password is authentic; 

decrypting the private configuration variable if the data password is 
authentic; and 

updating each configuration variable with each public and decrypted private 
configuration variable from the persistent configuration text file if the data 
password is authentic or updating each configuration variable with only each public 
configuration variable from the persistent configuration text file if the data 
password is not authentic. 
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15. (new) A computer program product having computer readable 
instructions that when executed cause a processor to perform a configuration 
export method enabling a system administrator having a data password to export 
configuration data to a persistent configuration text file, the method comprising: 

deriving an encryption key from the data password; 

defining a plurality of configuration variables with a memory identifier, a 
memory value, a textual identifier, and a textual value; 

denoting each configuration variable as either a private variable or a public 
variable; 

deriving the textual value of each configuration variable denoted a public 
variable from the memory value of the public configuration variable; 

encrypting the textual value of each configuration variable denoted a private 
variable using the encryption key; 

hashing the data password into a textual hashed digest; 

writing the textual hashed digest to the persistent configuration text file; and 
for each configuration variable, writing the textual identifier and the textual 
value to the persistent configuration text file, and textually associating the memory 
identifier and the textual value in the persistent configuration text file. 

16. (new) A computer program product having computer readable 
instructions that when executed cause a processor to perform a configuration 
import method enabling a system administrator having a data password to import 
configuration data from a persistent configuration text file, the persistent 
configuration text file having a textual hashed digest and textual configuration 
variables, each textual configuration variable being denoted as public or private and 
having a textual identifier and a textual value, the method comprising: 

determining if the data password is authenticate; 

retrieving textual configuration variables from the persistent configuration 
text file; 
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deriving a decryption key from the data password; 

decrypting the textual value of each private textual configuration variable 
retrieved using the decryption key; 

defining a plurality of configuration variables with a memory identifier, a 
memory value, a textual identifier, and a textual value; 

denoting each configuration variable as either a private variable or a public 
variable; 

for each textual configuration variable retrieved, deriving the memory value 
from the textual value of the textual configuration variable and updating the 
corresponding public and private configuration variables if the data password is 
authentic or updating only the public configuration variables if the data password is 
not authentic. 

17. (new) A computer program product having computer readable 
instructions that when executed cause a processor to perform a configuration 
import/export method enabling a system administrator having a data password to 
import and export configuration data to and from a persistent configuration text file 
having a textual hashed digest and textual configuration variables, each textual 
configuration variable further comprising a textual identifier and a textual value, the 
method comprising: 

selecting either an import or an export operation; 

during an import operation, determining if the data password is authentic and 
retrieving textual configuration variables from the persistent configuration text file; 

defining a plurality of configuration variables with a memory identifier, a 
memory value, a textual identifier, and a textual value; 

denoting each configuration variable as either a private variable or a public 
variable; 

deriving an encryption/decryption key from the data password; 
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